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By JOHN MceELROY,
CHAFPTER LI out Heth's and Wilcox's Divisions to

Willcox's Share.

Gen. Willeox had moved out, follow-
ng Gen. Potter, and when Potter at-
#acked Willcox was in line about 1,000

ards easterly from the enemy’s works.

en. Hartranfu's Brigade was In front
of the Boisseau House, about 300 vards
in the resmr of Potter's left, but out of
view of the operntions on that front.
When ¥Yotter was repulsed Hartranft
stil]l retaimed his position, and was skir-

mishing with the enemy when he was
ordered back by Geéen. Humphrevs from
headguarters. Willenx's First Brigade, |

under the command of Col. Samuel
Hauarrison, 37um Wis., was on the left of

meet the advance, and it was these that
gave Potter such a rough turn We
had gained some important ground at
a loss af 2,000 men. There Is no trust-
worthy report of the Confederate loss.

Another Move Decided Omn.

The results were coneidered suffi-
clently encouraging, however, to miuke
Gen. Grant decide upon a further at-
tempt to cross the Sputhside Hailroad.
On Oct. 24 he ordered Gen, Meade to
move out at an early hour on Oct. 27,
and attempt to gnin possession of the
road. He was to move in three col-
umns, with Parke supporting the first.

Parke, if he came up against strong
____—T'- ‘,
bl \
= e f
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AND MAS
AT CITY

GEN. AND MRS,

GRANT

the Pegram House and obliquely in,

regr, and with the 105th N. Y. posted| but to hold the enemny while the rest ul"r he was to fall back by the same road
nn

on the road coming in to the rear.
The brigade of Col. N. B, McLaugh-
len, 67th Mass., was still farther In the
rear in the woods. As Potter's men feil |
back Harriman, who was on the left
and In front of the Pegram House, in
an open fleld, became heavily engaged
with the enemy coming down the hill
in front, and his bhrigade soon begun
to give way, but the right wing, con-
wisting of the ¥7th Wis, 6th and 27th
Mich., retired In guod order to the
defenses, where they halied, faced

ERECTING WINT

about, checked the enemy and threw up | Gen. Warren, with the Fifth Corps, wis | Important, and at thlis time the distance

breastworks of rails. The 13th Ohlo
Cav., dismounted, was broken, and
rushed thru the 28th Wis, breaking Its
formaton, but it was speedily rallied
snd reformed In the woods,
len's Brigade came up and moved to
the right of the Pegram lHous=e, where
I coumected with the Fifth Corps on
the right and on the left with Harri-
man's Brigade,
advance of the enemny
latter fell back. Gen
Lis loss as 13 killed,
18¢ missing.

On Oct. 2 the wroops resumed the of-
fensbve, and Willcox's Division
in fipe thru the woods, driving the en-
emy's skirmishers back untll the Ceoa-
federate works were in plain sight. On
Oct. 8 the forwird movement was again
tsken up, the enemy was driven back
pust where their working parties were
congtructing intrenchments and a new
and advanced line was established,

In spite of the lengthening of Lee's
Jines the Confederstes seemed to hsve
encugh men to meet our forces. There
were present In fromt of the four divi-
slong of the two Union corps HUl's
orps and Johnson's Division, with
Hampton's two cavalry divisions, be-
#des pmﬂng’u Brigade. HIll had sent

At dusk the
Willcox reports
136 wounded and

MclLaugh-,

and checked ail further !

moved |

TER JESSE, AT HEADQUARTERS
POINT.

works well manned, was not to attack,

the troops tarned the fank. The de-
tails of the movement contemplated
moving from 20,000 to 35,000 infantry, |
with the proper proportion of artiilery.
Gregg wios to be on the general left
and connect with Hancock, who was
to eross Hatcher's Run by the Vaughan
road, moving past Dabney’s Mill to the
Boydton plank .road, thence by the
White Oak rozd to the Claiborne road,
recross Hatcher's Run and strike the
Southside Railrond 2t a point about

own eyes that an sssault would not be
practicable. He had recelved a dis-
patch from Hancock stating that the
latter had crossed Hatcher's Run and
uncovered the Dabney Ml road. At 9
o'clock, therefore, Humphreyvs directed
Warren to send part of his troops across
Hatcher's Run and communiente with
Gen. Hancock. Riding back, he re-
ported these orders to Gens. Grant
and Meade, whom he met coming up.
Gen. Meande thereupon ordered Warren
to send a whole division across Hatch-
er's Run, connecting with Gen. Han-
cock, and to move up the run until
opposite the right of the enemy’'s in-
trenchments, when Griflin should at-|
tack on his front and open the way for|
a general advance. Crawford’s Division
was sent across the run, with the Mary-
land Brigade added to it. The Ninth |
Corps bLegan intrenching.

Gen, Warren went with Crawford's|
Division, but founil the way very dJlIl—I
cult from the thick underbrush and
the c¢rookedness of the stream The
enemy had added to this by cutting|
down trees wherever they would be an|
embarrassment to the march, GPn'
Crawford had moved at 11:45, and at|
4 o'clock he was on the right flank of|
the enemy, It having taken all that|
time to move a mile and a half. Craw-|
ford then became warmly engaged. and |
had difficulty in holding his position. |
On his left was a thick forest of more |
than a mile in breadth, with no known
road thru it.

Gallant Rush of Smyth's Brigade.

fien. Hancock had reached the point|
where the Vaughan road crosses Hatch- |

er's Ttun at daylight, and found the|
ford obstructed by fallen trees. Beyond |
the ford the enemy wus posted In a|
rifle pit Egan, commanding the Sec-
ond Division, Second Corps, in the ab-
gence of Gen, Gibbon, at once hegan
preparations to force a  crossing.

Smyih's Brigade, deploved in the first
line, rushed forward, waded the stream,
which was walst deep, and enrried the

works, with the loss of about 50 men. |
Araot these wns Lieut.-Col. Spalter, |
commanding the 4th Ohjo, who was |
killed, Ag soon sz Egan could reform

his men after this sichlevement he
pinghed forward to Dabney's Mill, while
Mott's Division struck over 1owards the
milt by a crossrond.  In the meanwhile
len e had crossed Hatcher's Jtun,
his guns could be heard at work
Hanecock s left.

Ax =oon ax Mott come up Egan moved
on toward the Boyidton road, The en-
emy's trains  could be seen moving
along thig, and counld have been cap-
tured had the cavalry becn op to Han-

awndd

omn

cock’s expectations. As Egan’s nen
emerged into the ¢cleaving the enemy
opened from near Burgess's Tavera |

with artillery, which was speedily sl-|
lenced by Beck's Regtilur artillery. \'ien.|
Gregg now came up from the Quaker
road, and joined Hancoek, who ordered |
an advance by the White Qak road, but |
received orders to halt at the Plank
vond. Gens. Grant and Meade appeared
on the ficld, end told Haneock about |
Crawford working his way thru the!
forest to connect his Hoe with that of
the Fifth CQorps. Gen. Haneock got|
into position to cohineet with Crawford, |
and ar one time thought he had done
g0, hut Maj, Biogham, now a member|
of Congress from Philadelphia, then
on Hancock’s staiff, went to communi-
cate with Cravwford, and upon return-
ing reporied that he had found a gap

| Is virtually framed and l'c-;'.li,t: for con-

BUSY WEEKS AHEAD FOR CONGRESS.

——

A Big Grist of Business Pressing Into the Legislative Hopper—The
New Apportionment-§ Tariff, Alaska, the Trusts and Civil Service
Will Make the First; Weeeks Strenuous.

Congress s here once again, The
Senate and the House came i‘gm session
at noon Wednesday, Jan. 4, with as lit-
tle fuss and bother gs one can imagine.
It was in sharp contrast with the he-
ginning of the sesslon just 486 calendop
month previous, There wi= a rapping
of the gavel of the presiding oMeer and
the Chaplain's praver o eich branch.
That sturted the machinery.

And for two months now the Con-
gressional grinding is to be the big,
thing in Washington, All ¢lze In gov-|
ernmental affaivs will be mubordinated. |
IMiring the holidays plans have been |
forming for quite a budget of general|
leglsintion. The Republican lenders will|
beund to it hard to get this legislation
engcted,  One of these mensures over
which the President has been confer-
ring s the ocean mall subs=idy bill, Iti

gideration In commities,

The toik about factional activities
will not down. Every few days there
is an output about Insurgent plans,
They are very largely bluster. It usunl- |
Iy happens when Congress has a glven !
amount of work which muast be done!
within a given period thuat It settices|
down to that work aquietly after the
holidays. Except for an oceasional fisld |
day of debate and a flare-up now and |
then the hecomes a tolerably |
steady grind and diversions on a large
gcile are discouraged,

The New Appolutment.

Very important provistons, involving |
polic to expenditured of publie|

Session

moneyvs, are carried (in the big supply |

s

bille.  These will congnine time In con-
slderation Tae Democratic attitude |
tawnard .theas moasuprey pruml----u 1o b |

i

critical, hut probably will not he sum- |
ciently antagonistic to ¢ause any un-|
nsual delaye. In the House, right at
the threshold of the resumption of the |
sersion, there will be & contest over the |
new apportonment law, The Census|
Committee now has the hecessary data, |
and apparently will frame & bHill to in-|
ereake the membership fram 291 o 335
members, It will “take care. of all the |
Stnles," as the saying around the C::pi-.f
tol goes. I this bill is. énacted, into
Inw mo State will lose any member of
lts present House delegation.

Most _of the older niembers of the
Houge will resist thiz, and a spirited
confest may be expected before a final
vote I8 reached, However, the advo-
cates of o larger House arn very aotive,
and are orgunizing to esrry thelr plan
thru whiie vhe epposition fs Joing prac-
tieally moihing berond soicing disap-
proval, . The matter will rfeohaldy he
decided belore the cno Finvagy, %o
as to glve the State Legislatures ample
opportunity for Congressional wedis-
tricting. =

A Lot of Tariff Galeus:.
A lot af tariff galety may b axpected

| ment

Ia Commission form of governiaent for

and Representatives and others at
| Washingion, with & headline In big
| black letters: “Allow us to mine our

of snbout three-fourths of a mile ha-:llf-ful'\- the montha of Janay and Feb-
tween the two lines | ruary have passed, hacauge of the very
| forwa 2epublics florts: fe -

The Confederates Mopss for Attack. forward - Rept R g o L,

fledged  Commiszion.. " Al - aggroessive
In the meanwhile the Confederates| Danoositie minority in Hotss nnd Sen-
were very active, aid masaad abont 14

e hag been gitting back in sllenee, hne
s sone 800 yard= in front of Egan, | cvery member of that foine minoriiy is
which they opencd an annoying

own pariy faith dominant in the Com-
misgsion, and if there must be a Com-
mission the Democrats want a good
representation upon It for themselve

Another plan which has been suggusted

|
snd may be offered is for a Tariff Bu-

rean under the Treasury Depiartment.

It would have but one head or |.'hi-f.‘
just as the Bureau of Corporations and
the Burean of Statisties have. In b---l
hilf of such an arrangement it is ar-
guied that most the work of tarim
investigation Is performed by experts
anyway, and that the highly paid mem-

of

bers of the Commission would have
comparatively little work to do for their|
salaries. There s a deal of truth in|
such an argument,

If the Commizxion bill Is to become|
a law, It will supplant the current pro-
vigion for a Tarilf Board., Its enact-
would eliminate an  expocted
wrangle in Senate and House over ap-
proprintions for the continued activi-
tics of the Board.

In any event there {8 every prospect
that the efforts to revise the tarift wiil
loom larger and larger in Washington
from now on, It muy hecome the one
big thing that dnterests the country,
and must necessarilv be kept before
the reading public for the next 18
months, while the Democrats frame the
bl and while they try to get it enacted
into law.

A Big Fight Over Alaska.

The clang are gathering at Washing-
ton for a big Alaskan fray. It centers
mich !Ipm‘.'r('qm.'tw of Congress for
legislation that will allow the Alishana
to mine eoal. Put President Taft wants

the Territory. Bills pending befora
Congress provide for the chastering of
additional railroads. Alaska Is erving
out for an opportunity to develop Its
naturnl regources,

A Commervinl Club at Sewnrd has
waen writing circular letters to Senators

own conl'” They say nearly all the coal

Will the Bee Sting Him?

they now use comes “from British Co-
lumbin, a foreign possession.” Within |
n specific arepn 175 miles distant from
Seward are “‘the greatest known enal
fields in the world,” embracing beds of
anthracite, bituminons, semi-bitumi-
nous and lgnite,

Put the contest for “opening Alaska'
bringe two clashing forces to Washing-
tornn alwayvs In recent years, and they
propose to camp here s part of this
Winter: The Morgan-Guggenheim syn-
dicate is very largely interosted in a
ygriety of Alaskin Indumrles, and the
moment any hill for Alaska is iptrg-
dueed into either branch of Congress
there is & great to-do to ascertyin how
the Lig syndicate will be affected.

Tha oppowition 1s busy at Washing-
ton emphnelzing its own slde of the
There are two rallroads into the
inmterior of that rich terrltory, one of
which is controlled by the syndicate
The other, il iz clpimed, haz been put
mto a state of coma by some powerf{ol

story.

crease in railroad rates-are now ppnd-!.j;upharge these old people. Few Gove
ing before the Interstate Commerce grnment clerks save afnything from
Commisslon, supported chietly by the their earnings. If the older oncs lome
plea that Incresscs in rates are neces-|their places they become objects of
Ty to enable the mammoth properties! charity. Congress has enacted provi-
to pay dividends after moving up the!sions that such useless employes be
viages of their employes. | dispensed with, but Department officials
But Congress-has to face the prob-!will not execute such laws. Senators
lem directly in other ways. The most  apd Representatives are often the first
exiensive employer of other men's to insist that such emploves he rein-
services In this country—perhaps in the|gtated.
worli—is Uncle Sam. Within the Dis-| RExcept in the higher positions, it
trict of Columbin nlone there are about|cosls the Government much more to
30,400 people on his payioll. They arelger its work done than a private em-

panwilling to strike or disuble the works, | ployer would have to pay. As {ts armles

a8 Government employes in France|of emploves have increased, the difff-
have been doing, but they are conduct- | culties in managing them have multi-
ing a decldediy active agilation andipied. In T dshington fhe offieizl day
have taken steps to “unfonize” the De- hegins at 9 o'clock and ends at 4:30,
partments thru and thru, so that mn'wlth half an hour for luncheon. Sug-
American Federation of Labor, ol'!g[.,.uum were recently advanced at &
which the politicians are very much|Oabinet meeting for adding & half hour
ufraid, may stand forth as their big|or more to the officlal day. Thege met
brother In time of need. {with such a storm of protest that the

financial infuence. The syvndicats, ac-
coriling to (he same auatnorities, hos|
control of most of the steamer facili-|

] yeady to shy a missile whiea the Long-
To it Beck replied, and was soon

nssisted by Grunger's 10th Maoss. Bat-
tery.

Grant and Meade left the eld when
Crawiord’™s posgition was ascertnined,
giving Hancock orders to retaln hig po-|

y worth LW gety vunder way dn s course

Cln

tien hetween Alaska and the mainland |
controls most of the Alnskan fleheries!
and owns 1omajor portion of the copper
deposite. than which thére sre none
richer elsewhere in the world

Canl is the key to the development

thri the ( mal gantiet,

Incldentails lepresentafive Chaunp
1 avers that in the maling of the|
next Lirll Lill he will welesme all the
Information which a Tari® Doord or o

This strietly local agitation is hardl;‘rnmugr will

probably be abandoned.
more than an incident of the generil| One result was a threat of the clerks
labor situation, as far as the !-‘-.dr_-mlrm organize themselves into labor

Government s concerned. It crops out|ynjons, which they seem disposed to do.
4t every session of Congress. Some| There is 8 growing impressien in Con-
one of the many large groups of e€m-|gress that before many vears a strin-
ployes Is always pressing its demands. (gent c¢ode of laws governing Federal
These usually taie the form of requesis| employes must be enacted and that
for incrensed compensation,  Since the |such problems as retirement funds must
cost of living “aviated” these demands

Tarifl Coinmigsion. or the "Tretsary De-
partment is able o furnish. He pro-
posce to make a goolily number of Re-
publican experts In  the Jtipvernment|
employ “"NMump themselves™ 4s sonn as|
the mid-Junusry ciaucus hips come to-
gether and provided the jdnchinery for
A going Wnvs and Meaus majority. If
the fortheoming Democrntle Speaker
has his wny, he Inteads there shall be
rome deep delving for faots, He save
he does ot want the nest tariif bil
drawn till the case pro and con Is en-
; made up.

sition until the following morning, vwhen
which he had L]
Homphreys =iays that
thig waus that the Souhside Fallroad
was still six miles distant from the
leading corps. It was essential to the|
success of the operation that this
should have been reached during the|
first day, but it had not been done, It
wis seen that the Confederate Intrench- |
ments extended farther and were more!
strongly held than hoad been antleipat- |
ed. The two crmivcs weer so oluse 10-|

advanced, Gen. |
the réason for

three miles east of Butherland Station.

ER QUARTERS NFEAR THE PETER

to move to the vicinlty of Armstrong’s
Mill, and swing uround on the left of
the Ninth Corps if the latter succeeded
in breaking the enemy’s line in front.

If the Ninth Corps did not do this,
then Gen. Warren was to cross Hatch-
er's Huan, endeavor to turn the enemy's
| right above the Boydion
keeping on Hancock’s right. The troops
were to take four days' ration: with
them, with all the trains sent bLack to
City Point. Pack animals were to ac-
company the troops. Gen. Warren says
that 3,912 of the men in hiz corps had
never fired a musket, and that 1,649
of them had not even been drilled in
the manual of Arms,

Hatclier's Run.

The morning of Oct. 27 was dark
and rainy, making the march thru the
woods slow and difficult. Upon driving
In the outlying Confederates Gens.
Parke and Warren came up against
congiderable breastworks, with the in-
evitable abatis and slashing in front,
and a sufficient number of mon ap-
peared In the works to discourpge any
hope of successful attack. Gen. B{Imph-
reys, Adjutant-General of the Army of
the Potomac, wes on the ground with
Farke and Warren, and saw with his

plank road,

Noretheless the Demoerats  believe
the sudden zenl of the big Mepublican
standpatters for a "arlff Conolesion
betrays sometliing of a palitleal schieme
not alune to delay revision, but to make
it all the more embarvassing for them
to frame a bill, and whongthe proposi-
tion for a Commission gels before the
House all these opposition views will be
given a thore airing in the hope of ln-
pressing the country withy the Hepub-
Hean scheme claimed to be afoot.

There is Republican diplonmey in al-
lowing Representalive “Nick” Long-
worth, son-in-law of ox-Pregident
Roosezolt, 1o draw the Taeil Commis-
gion bill, Not long ago a cry went up
that it was in Speaker Cannon's mind
to puniekh “Nick"” for turning on him
during the campalgn, when he gays out
thant anti-Cannon statement from the
porch of the Rxecutlve Offices at Bev-
erly. As a matlter of fuct, AMr. Long-
worth ix in gome danger of losing the
Republican place on Wate and Means

gether that every 100 yards wuas very

o which he was nssigned =ome years
ago on Col. Noosevelt's ‘personal re-
quest, but if he loses it “Ulnele Joe™

Cannon will hardly be to Hlame.
Heversing the present party division
In Ways and Mesns membership, there
will be 12 Democrats und seven Re-
publicans thereon e She next Congress
IT the seven leading Republicans of the
present Wave and Menps, whib waere re-
elected, were the only dnes to, be wnken

care of, Mr. Longworth eould just
squeeze In as the last Hepubllcan. But
it has becn the long-timk practice to

muke the minority' lender.of the House
the first minority mejnher of "Ways and
Means, and if that is dome Mr. long-
worth would he crowded off Speaker
Cannon’s preference is sgid 'to be for
gervice on the Appropriations Commit-
tee, of which he was long Chalrman,
If the Republicans elect Wim as. thelr
minority leader the Ways and Means
problem of taking care gf Mr. Long-
worth may be solved in that way. But
Meade, who was moving on the outside | if some other Republican Is chosen
of a circle, and distant from the body | minority leader it will besmore difficult.
of his army, while Lee had the inside| There s some talk abour RHepresenta-
of the circle and was inuch neajer higl|tive Walter I. Smith, of Toswa, as minor-
main body. At that time the only com- | Ity leader. He Is one of ghe veterans
munication between the position which|of the Appropriations Qemmittee, but
Hancock had taken up and the inain|might choose to serve upon Waws and
army was by a narrow woods rond for|Means. J
|three or four miles. The Fifth Corps
| was too far away from Hancock to give
(him prompt assistance at & critical mo-
ment. Humphreys says that If the
Fifth Corps could have closed in on
Hancock the high ground at Burgess's
Mill might have been carried without
trouble, Lee's right turned and the
Southside Railroad struck.

SBURG LINES.

(was agninst the Unlon troops unless
there was a surprise. As soon us the
character of & moveéement was revealed
Lee could get his men to the puint of
attack much faster than could Gen.

The Tarlf Commisafon.
Whether the Democraty will care to
attempt the defeat of the Tariff Com-
mission bill Is a questiop: They have
not disclosed an intention to do x0. The
mensure may get thru theg Fouse easily
because the discussion q’ it there can-
not be much prolongsdi but it 1s an-

The enemy was now concentrating :}-::; p;-;: pﬂfmuomn ‘3;“ :a l;';,'t,:t

Eam?lons Cavalry and Heth's and Ma-| ypon full dfscussion and clsm, may

one's Divisions to attack Hancook, stave off e final vote ufldef one pre-
g:th plenty of supperts near at hand.|tenge or another, ;

“a‘:}‘?‘.‘“ had, mliﬂﬂl to the Con-| Thers will probably be- Suggestions

o l'llm'!l..t! east 18,688 effec-|for the amendment of the Gommission

¢ infantry and §.468 cavalry, or a bill. The genuine friends a Tarlf¥

Oonujanl:lm want to make | member-

as non-partisafi as possible.

(Continued on page meven.) Republicans want men of thelp

of the Territory, for which develop-
ment all hands are clumoring, Conses
auently all the long wroneling over the
Cunningham claims, whish have figured
much In the Congressiona! investigation
of the Secretary of the Interior, Mr
Ballinger, ‘The clnims eould easly be
made aceegsible for the transportation
of the product. Engineers say there
are 50,000,000 tons of coul in thu-u-‘;
cluims, which eould be mined for $1.75 |
i ton, and which would sell for $2.25
4 ton where now conl of an inferio
quinldity I= seliing for from $12 to $20 a
lon.
The Conservation Commission,

The Nationa! Conservation Commis-
slon, of which ex-Forester Gifford Pin-
chot is the head, hns been making
plans to have something to sav to Con-
Eress uabout this proposcd legisintion.
Its officials are dinning into the ears of
Congressmen that Alaska must not be
turned over to this syvndleate, which
owns the Northwestern Commercinl
Associatlon, with a great syvstem of
trading stations.  While the Cunning-
ham claims comprise only one thirty-
thousandth part of the conl estimated
to underly Ala=ka, the conservationists
argue that to give it away to the syndi-
cafe by legislation or otherwige would
constitute a precedent that could not he
disregarded herenftoer,

The Territorial Committees of Senate
and House are in a guandary what to
do. ‘The great necd of developing the
Territory Is conceded, Public crittelem
of any measure which would give the

Margan-Guggenhelm syndicate furiher
adviantages Is much feared. It remains
for somebody to wark out a measure

whicl: would he fair as possible to all
voneernad, That will not be an easy
matier.

The starmy petrel of the zltuation, as
inr oy Waoshington is concerned, fn Dhlio-
sute James Wickersham. He had eight
vears of hard battling in Alnskn as a
United States District Judge. The cluzh-
ing intereste in the far-off Territory
made it hot for him while he was on
the bench, and he found it difMcalt to
obtain a confirmation from the Senate
when his term had expired and he was
renominated for another term. When
Alnska was allowed a Delegate in the
National House Judge Wickersham
took to politics, und he has proven qulte
invineible as a candidate for ofMce. His
name is almost a houschold word thru-
out the Territory.

It has been difficult to arouse much
interest In Alaskan affairs anywhere in
the States, except in the northwestern-
most section, The people are more
concerned in affairs closer home. In
the old days little attention was given
to Alaskan matters that came before
Congress. But all this has changed in
some measure, because of the exploita-
tion far and wide of syndicate opera-
tlons up there, and Alaskan legislation
has now become one of the most Egin-
Eery topics with which the Senate and
the House have to deal.

Congress Will Have Pleuty to Do.

With tariff prellminaries, conserva-
tion questions, ocean mail subsidies and
half a dozen other toplcs, it is easy
to see that Congress will have plenty
to do during the next eight and a half
wecks, But there is one other big sub-
jeot which is pressing to the fore and
will not down. The Insistence of men
tile country over on getting more mon-
ey for thelr services has been conspic-
uous. The Administration feels it in
indirect waye, as, for Instance, with
the huncna.:t' tho de of raliroad
employes. very big cuses for in-

have become more insistent, and it is
tuking ull the courage that both houses
of Congress ¢an summon Lo refuse,

Civil Service Itetirement,

The situation is acute In some partie-
ularg, especially here in Washington
where there hag long been a forceful
propaganda for the retirement of aged
and superanouated employes. It has
heen indorsed by the President in a gen-
eral way and by about every member
of his Cabinet. The faet that many
large corporations now allow pensions
to employes of long servite has given
the cause of the Government clerks
much impetus,

The men on Capitol Hill, who hold
the purse strings, are generally opposed
to anything that c¢an be construed as
civil pensions,  Eatirely apart from the
merits of (he proposition and any econ-
oimles of employment that might re-
sult, they =ay they dare not embark
upon such an experiment. If it were
only for the 30,000 Government em-
ployes in the District of Columbia, there
might be less hesitation. But that that
would be only an entering wedge, and
before many 'vears it might easily hap-
pen Lhat 10 thnes 30,000 men and wom-

en in the United States wounld clabm
and obhtain the sume privilege, There
is a lavge civil service force under
Federal employment in every Siate.

Postoffice clerks, letter carriers, internal
revenue depulies and clerks, Treasury
clarks, immigration clerks and special
agents of divers Departments are only
A partial category.

It has been estimated that the Poat-
office Department employs in some en-
pucity 314.000 people. Some of them
give the Government only a part of
their time., There are star rolite agents
by the tens of thousands.
many other contractors, of course, do
not come within the category of pros-
pectivee pensionera on the civil list, but
scores of thousands of postal emploves
ara under the eivil service, and have
& permanent tenure and would event-
oally claim all the advantages that
might be extended to elvil service em-
ployes located In Washington,

The GFlett Bill.

Reépresentative Gillett, of Massachu-
setls, as Chairman of the Committee on
Reform in the Civil Service, has a bill
on the House calendar providing for
the retirement of employes in the clas-
sified service, It is the outcome of years
of agitation and dellberation and meets
with much approval in and out of Con-
gress. It provides for deductions from
salaries sufficient to purchase annuities
and is based upon sound business prin-
ciples.  Most of the Government em-
ploves at Washington oppose civil pen-
slons, because they think these would
militate against salary Increases,

It is not likely, however, that Con-
gress will adopt the Gillett bill for the
present. Any legislation along that line
would be associated In the publie mind
withh the civil pension idea. Very fow
Btates have anything yet approaching
civil pensions, and these apply chiefiy
to firemen and school teachers. Con-
gress will probably hesitate to put any
kind of a plan Into operation tli it
has bean more generally adopted by the
Btates for their own emploves.

The President Approves.

The Presldent and members of his
Cabinet, however, are urging some
action, because, as one reason, they
wish to reorganize the working forves
on a more efficient basis and weed out
the aged men and women. AS§ a mi.ter
of practice, It Is found Impossible %o

These and |

| be dealt with.

TAFT AND ROOSEVELT.

Restoration of Cordial Relations
Between Them — Quiet But
Earnest Preparations for the
Next Campaign.

—_—-—

Far-sighted politicians are tryving to
pave the way for a renewal of the
entente between President Taft and ex-
President Roosevelt. It is evidenced in
recent statements that there has been
no il will between the two men and
that wicked political writers are solely
responsible for the public impression
to the contrary. There seems little
doubt that the President would w'elcome
o reconciliation, and there are hopes
that ex-President Roosevelt may be
similarly minded.

The reasons are not far to seel.
dial co-operation in political matters
beiween leaders-in-chlef would make
materially for party harmony all along
the line, It might not bring the fac-
tions together, but it would help Above
all things else just now, the capialna
of the voting forces want to lgv the
foundations for united action in the
Presidential campaign.

The efforts do not proceed from any
fears that Col. Raosevelt will loom
again in the Presldential ruuning. As
far as that is concerned, there appears
to be very generul agreement at Wash-
ington that he is down and out. Wheth-
or the Colonel was really responsible or
not in large part for the licking his
party received in November, the rank
and (ile put much of the biwme at his
door,

But the Colonel still has fallow-
ing—a very large following. He s in
the same category In that regard with
Sryan and Hearsi, except that the Col-
onel's personal following Is probably
much larger than the other two com-
bined can command, Administration
Republicans know how necessary the
vatez of the Roosevelt supporters wiil
be when the next Presidential clection
is held.

Cor-

a

_The strife for delegates to the next
Nationul Convention will be in  full
swing before many moenths. Prelime-

inary manuvering for advantece in oh-
tuining delegates is now under wav.
Contentions between Taft's fricnds and
Roosevelt's friends In  these prelim-
inaries wounld be regurded
nate in this preliminary
because it would make a
more improbakle by the time
vention assembled and the
pitign agulnst the Democracy
augurated,

pact
the con-
big cam~
was in-

Fears for New York.
There are fenrs. first of all, lest these

differences crop out conspieuousty in
New York State. ‘he factlons there

are now qulescent, but New York pol-
iticlans are alwars ready to spring to
fiha fray, and it 4 recognlzed that the
“old guard” Republicans are watching
for an opportune moment to wrest the
control of the State corganlzation from
Col. Roosevelt and even up the score
for his performance at Saratoga. The
Administration not only wants peace In
New York State, but Is willing to make
& easy for Col. Roosevelt to come into




